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WELMEC  Need of an Information Exchange System
European cooperation in legal metrology
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MID

MID Art. 18 (2)

The competent authorities of the Member States shall exchange:

— information concerning the extent to which instruments they examine 
comply with the provisions of this Directive, and the results of such 
examinations;

— EC-type examination and design examination certificates and their 
annexes issued by notified bodies as well as additions, amendments 
and withdrawals relating to certificates already issued;

— quality system approvals issued by notified bodies, as well as 
information on quality systems refused or withdrawn;

— evaluation reports established by notified bodies, when demanded
by other authorities.

WELMEC MID Requirements on Information Exchange
European cooperation in legal metrology
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� Terms of Reference (2004)
• Define the contents of the administrative cooperation claimed in Article 18 

of the MID concerning the information exchange about 

• Market surveillance activities and their results 

• EC-type examination and design examination 

• Quality system approvals 

• Analyse existing Internet platforms (e.g. EMeTAS, ICSMS, different national 
databases for type approval and market surveillance activities) how far their 
concepts and technical solutions can be taken over to fulfil the
requirements of the MID.

• Proposal for technical solutions preferably based on Web technology, 
where the existing systems are not sufficient for an effective administrative 
cooperation. 

• Development of the proposal after acceptance by the committee.

WELMEC   ad hoc WG Information Echange
European cooperation in legal metrology
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WG Activities 2004-2007
• 2004: Survey on “Existing (national and EU) Databases” 
• 2005: Analysis of Existing Databases (ICSMS, CIRCA, EMeTAS and national databases)
• Results:

- Information Exchange of Market Surveillance activities and Information Exchange of 
Certificates shall be separated

- There are good existing solutions (ICSMS, EMeTAS) which are rather expensive

• WG Proposals for 22nd WELMEC Committee 2006:
– Separate Inf. Ex. Market Surveillance and     Inf. Ex. Certificates
– Long term Inf. Ex. Market Surveillance ->  ICSMS
– Short term Inf. Ex. Market Surveillance   ->  WG 5
– One central European database for MID and NAWI Certificates (e.g. EMeTAS)

• May 2006: Decision 22nd Committee Meeting
– Short term Inf. Ex. Market Surveillance   ->  WG 5

– WG shall examine other (cheaper) alternatives for information exchange of MID certificates

• WG Proposals for 23rd WELMEC Committee 2007:
– Inf. Exch. Of MID Certificates by National Databases + WELMEC Portal

• May 2007: Decision 23rd Committee Meeting
– Adoption of the WG Proposal

WELMEC   ad hoc WG Information Echange
European cooperation in legal metrology
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WELMEC Criteria for national databases
European cooperation in legal metrology

� All notified bodies for modules B, D, D1, E, E1, H, H1 should supply their certificates to a national database. 
If the member state does not operate an own database, the certificates should be supplied to database of another 
member state.

� Minimum Criteria for national databases
– Web based 

– Open access for basic data of certificates (certificate no., manufacturer)
– Searching possibility

– User interface operable in English language
– Central national access point with a short and unique internet address (direct link from portal)
– Clear indication of contact person for access application and requests (national contact person)

– No costs for market surveillance authorities and national inspection or verification bodies for instruments in use
– Contain information about withdrawals of type and design examination certificates

– Contain information about refusals and withdrawals of approvals of quality systems
– Unique reference number of certificates

� Authorized users for download of certificates:
– Market surveillance authorities
– National inspection or verification bodies for instruments in use

– Notifying authorities
– Notified bodies

� Useful Search Criteria:
i)   EC type examination certificates, EC design examination certificates

» Instrument category

» Ref. No. of certificate

» Manufacturer

ii)   Quality Managements System Approvals
» Ref. No. of certificate

» Manufacturer

MID
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MIDWELMEC Decisions of 24th Committee Meeting
European cooperation in legal metrology

WELMEC 24th Committee Meeting, May 2008

� Approved criteria for national databases for MID Certificates

� Approved that all Member States with Notified Bodies issuing MID Type 

Examination Certificates, Design Examination Certificates or Quality 

System Approval Certificates should support the information exchange 

system by fulfilling the approved criteria for national databases 

or if the number of certificates is not too high by a list of certificates.

� Approved that all Member States with Notified Bodies issuing MID Type 

Examination Certificates, Design Examination Certificates or Quality 

System Approval Certificates should appoint a national contact person 

for inquiries about access to the certificates and give the name to the 

convenor of the ad hoc WG on Information Exchange 

(to be published on the WELMEC web-page „MID Certificates“)
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WELMEC ad hoc WG Information Echange
European cooperation in legal metrology

Actual Tasks of the WG  (taken from Working Program of WG)

� Evaluation of the national databases linked to web page MID 

Certificates according to the agreed criteria and applicability

� Define requirements for further development of the WELMEC portal

� Maintain contact list of WG members and contact persons in all 

member states 

� Elaborate proposals for amendments and changes of the complete 

website www.welmec.org

� Close the WG when achieved routine operation and to establish an

user group at WG 5

Still open

� Long term Information Exchange of Market Surveillance activities
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WELMEC New EU Regulation No 765/2008
European cooperation in legal metrology

Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 9 July 2008 setting out the requirements for accreditation
and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products

and repealing Regulation (EEC) No 339/93

Article 23 General information support system

1. The Commission shall develop and maintain a general archiving and 

exchange of information system, using electronic means, on issues 

relating to market surveillance activities, programmes and related 

information on non-compliance with Community harmonisation 

legislation. 

The system shall appropriately reflect notifications and information 

provided under Article 22 (Exchange of information — Community Rapid Information System)

2. ….
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WELMEC Summary
European cooperation in legal metrology

Information Exchange of Certificates:

– NAWI -> EMeTAS

– MID -> national Databases + WELMEC Portal

Information Exchange of Market Surveillance Activities :

– Short Term -> WELMEC WG 5

– Long Term -> EU Commission

Thank you for your attention !!


